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The demand for eggs and meat in rural areas are to be met by backyard poultry rearing and also about 89.00 per cent rural livestock householder's rear backyard poultry as an important supplementary source of cash income (Gayathri et al., 1998; Nandi et al., 2007; Panda et al., 2008) . Backyard poultry farming finds an important role to fulfill the need of stress free and harmful residues free birds. (Khandekar, 2003; Mandal et al., 2008) . Even though rural women engage in variety of income generating activities, backyard poultry keeping is women's domain since the income from backyard poultry is used to meet day to day expenses and consumption during festivals and special occasions (Kumtakar, 2000) . Activities, resources and opportunities of people are significantly influenced by gender-that is, by the socioeconomic and cultural dimension of being male or female. Moreover, different types of activities and tasks are generally allocated to women and men within the family in terms of subsistence production and production for the market (Fernando, 1998) .
In rural societies, where local culture and traditions are still very vibrant, responsibilities and tasks are often assigned to women and men on the basis of traditional gender roles, defined as those behaviours and responsibilities that a society considers appropriate for men, women, boys and girls. These roles change over time, have different characteristics in every local context and are shaped by ideological, religious, cultural, ethnic and economic factors. They are a key determinant of the distribution of resources and responsibilities between men and women (FAO, 2010) . Recognizing the different roles women and men play in backyard poultry rearing is necessary to identify the diverse challenges they face and tailor the projects and programmes to their specific needs. Keeping this in view, the study was taken up to examine the involvement of rural farmers in backyard poultry production and their decision making pattern.
Namakkal district of Tamil Nadu was purposively selected for the study. Namakkal district comprises of 15 blocks. Out of these, two blocks, one under irrigated area and one under rain fed were selected based on the highest livestock density. From the selected blocks, 3 villages having high, medium and low livestock population were selected. By using proportionate random sampling method, 60 livestock farmers comprising landless agricultural labourers, marginal, small and large farmers were selected from each village. Among the 360 selected livestock farmers, only 222 farmers had backyard poultry and all the 222 farmers constituted the sample. Data were collected from the respondents using a well structured and pretested interview schedule. Frequency, percentages and chi-square test were used to summarize the data.
Participation of women in backyard poultry rearing
An investigation of Table 1 reveals that most of the activities in backyard poultry rearing viz., preparation of shelter for birds, care of newly hatched chick, brooding, feeding, watering, collection of egg, preservation of egg, care of hatching egg, care during natural incubation, control of broodiness, control segregation of young chicks from adult, identification of ailing birds, taking birds for treatment, traditional methods of disease, marketing of live bird, vaccination, medication were mostly performed by women as independent participation of men was less than 10 per cent in most of the activities.
The results indicate rearing of backyard poultry is completely in the ambit of women while men occasionally took part confirming the fact that backyard poultry rearing is purely a women's venture owing to its easy rearing. Marketing of eggs and live birds were not done by most of the farm families since the eggs and meat are used for home consumption. Chi square value was highly significant at less than 0.01 level of probability for management and health care activities while it is significant 0.05 level of probability for breeding and marketing activities reinforcing the fact that women's role in backyard poultry rearing is substantial and they keep the flock alive by their involvement.
Decision making pattern of women in backyard poultry rearing
A perusal of Table 2 reveals that women's participation in decision making was more than 50.0 per cent in all the activities of breeding and management. In health care also the decision making was more than 50.0 per cent except in vaccination and medication. The findings indicate that women are the stronger forces in decision making with regard to backyard poultry and signifying the fact that backyard poultry is completely women venture. Chi square value is also significant at less than 0.01 level of probability for management and health care activities.
The study has revealed the predominant role played by women in participation and decision making in backyard poultry farming in Namakkal district of Tamil Nadu. This has direct impact on the families' health status than economic well-being of women as only less than 10 per cent of the families' market live birds and eggs. Further, most of the health care activities viz., medication, traditional methods of disease control, vaccination were not followed by more than 40.0 per cent of the households indicates the lack of awareness about the importance of health care practices among the households although the backyard poultry rearing is a traditional occupation in rural households. Therefore, care has to be taken to concentrate more on updating knowledge and skill in various health care practices while organizing training programmes for women farmers in backyard poultry farming to increase their subsistence income and sustainability of backyard poultry rearing. 
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